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A/61/778 (March 5):  Letter dated 27 Feb-
ruary 2007 from the Chargé d’affaires a.i. of
the Permanent Mission of the Republic of
Korea to the United Nations addressed to
the President of the General Assembly.

Pursuant to General Assembly resolution
61/109 on the effects of atomic radiation,
adopted by the General Assembly on 14
December 2006, and in accordance with
paragraph 14 of that resolution, | have the
honour to inform you that the Republic of
Korea desires to join the United Nations Sci-
entific Committee on the Effects of Atomic

Radiation.
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Position of the Republic of Korea

1. Criteria-based approach

--- agrees to take a criteria-based approach in determining the membership of the Committee. --- to develop objective
criteria and indicators to be equitably applied to determine membership

--- development of a framework of objective criteria and indicators to be applied to old and new members alike is a step
towards enhancing the equity, legitimacy, and relevance of the Committee.

2. Financial Implications

- recognizes that financial implication of the increased membership is an important element in considering additional
membership of the Committee.

However, it should not prevent any Member States from receiving an opportunity to participate in the work of the Com-
mittee as a legitimate member. In particular, as the Committee’ budget is funded from the United Nations Regular Budget,
the argument by the existing 21 members that an increase in membership would place an undue burden Committee’
budaget is not justifiable. It would be equally unjustifiable if the Republic of Korea, the 11th largest contributor to the United
Nations Regular Budget as well as one of the leading states of peaceful use of nuclear energy, is prevented from becoming
a member of the Committee.

Regarding Section V of the draft report on the financial implications of increased membership, it should not be a major
part of the report as the resolution A/RES/65/96 only requested a consideration of, and not a report on, the financial
implications. ---

3. Geographical Distribution

Though the principle of geographical distribution is a major factor in formulating the membership of a UN entity, the
Republic of Korea is of the view that it is not appropriate for addressing the membership of the six candidate states. This
principle had been applied in 1974 when the Committee admitted five new members, one from each of the five regional
groups. This approach, however, reinforced the imbalance among regional groups already existing within the Committee.
Without also tackling the existing imbalance, rigidly imposing the principle on new candidates only would not be a desirable
solution. Therefore, if this principle to be applied, it should include existing members.

In this respect, the Secretary’ proposal to invite candidates from the African region and GRULAC or all countries of all regions
to apply for Committee membership would not only be a time-consuming and complex procedure but would also disre-
gard the earlier process that began in 2006-7 and has not yet concluded. With six candidates already having come forward,
it would not be necessary to issue a new call at this stage before addressing the current applications.

Regarding the 1974 membership increase, the Republic of Korea requests the Secretariat to provide a legal opinion on the
absence of a General Assembly resolution which included the names of the new member states. The resolution 3154(XX-
VIll) of 14 December 1973 only decided to increase the membership of the Committee to a maximum of twenty, and there
is no official document of the General Assembly which decided individual new member states. The legality of the President
of the General Assembly to decide (or select) new members should also be looked into.

4. Fundamental review of current membership system

Even after the membership issue of six candidates has been resolved successfully, there remains the possibility that other
Member States will request a seat in the Committee. It may be necessary, therefore, to revisit the issue of membership at
some point in the future, giving consideration not only to the number of members but also the formula for selecting mem-
bership.

Since 1955, for example, the Committee membership has been granted on a permanent basis. We have to reassess the
merits and demerits of this system. To ensure the professionalism as well as equity of the Committee, it would be worth-
while to consider a rotating membership based on geographical distribution or a combination of permanent and rotating
members. In this case, objective criteria should be applied to rotating states to ensure that countries possessing a certain
level of relevant scientific knowledge, experience and expertise are selected to contribute to the work of the Committee.
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15% International Congress of the
International Radiation Protection Association
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In this issue:

UPFDATE - THE I6TH IRPA CONCRESS - 3
ARCEHE hl lu.l:-l.u' Ol PEOTECTION SOCIETY, PAST, PRESIMT ARD FUTLAED -3
F THE CAMLROON SADIDLOGICAL PROTLCTION SOCIETY 1.
o AWIAM SOCIETY FOR RADIGLOCICAL PROTECTION (ASRR)
THE 2HD YONG FRGFESIIONALE MERTING OF THE CROATIAN BADIATION FROTECTIGN AHIOCIATI u:
HERPA)
EHYIRONET NETWORE BESAY CONTEST O HORM RESIDUE MANACEMENT IH THE CONTEXT OF
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Radiological Protection) 221 AAl

P ICRP Xt AfD 2 X 2100| 23t =5 22|

128 1226 4Y72| 2210122 72| o FY L 2PISEE 280|0 23 d =3
AlOp A4 AL, 2 AR, 2|30 J|Ef |ARE AL SO0M YA YE 9| 2H0||AM
UL YL UFER WA SO SRets A8 SH2Z 5t AU Al 15080
= 27125 0| S5 o HE0|0 R £59 ot 20 S FEE2ASUN

ICRP International Conference on il WWE ICR
Recovery After Nuclear Accidents B UEs BT
Radiological Protection Lessons R HEIM +5
from Fukushima and Beyond L m'f'L_F 3%
Iwaki City, Fukushima Prefecture, Japan 2 ﬁ?ﬁ E &k

W okE

IGRP @

icrp.org/recovery2020

» 2019ICRP Annual Report st
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» ICRP 2021 -ZHLIC} gH=it

The International Commission on Radiological Protection (ICRP), the Canadian Nu-
clear Safety Commission (CNSC), and the Canadian Radiation Protection Associa-
tion (CRPA) & 3712 7|0| FS22 JiZ|5t= ICRP 2021 HIHE A= FHLICHS| BHFH
OlA EE oY UCH COVID-199] MIAHH QI CiF&io] 2021'H0&= & E0| =7|E B2t

B 29S| A E FEE2ASUL.

A etierniliers Syt ih M Spvlesn of Uk o e mion

COME FORFHEMWAVES, « . .
STAY FOR THE MOUNTAINS.
SEE YOU AT 20"

1- 4 NGVEMBER 2021
VANCOUVER, BC

BUBSCRIBE TO THE NEWSLETTER

intermational research
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